the Apostles. They were sinners who
became saints. Their mission to teach the
whole world about Jesus grew out of
weakness, not strength, came to fulfilment
out of frailty not perfection.

St Paul tells us that God’s Grace is
sufficient in our weakness for when we are
weak then we are strong. What that means
for us 2000 years later is that the more
inadequate we feel in living the Christian
life the more God fills us up and makes up
for our weaknesses as he did with the
Apostles. The Spirit comes to us in our
weakness and we pray for His presence
among us as we bring the good news of
Jesus in what we say, what we do and most
significantly in the example we set.

Fr. Padraig

1916 — THE CHURCH AND THE
RISING

Due to popular demand the Irish Catholic
has now brought out a publication
featuring the items included in the paper at
Christmas. .

It costs €12.99 and further help from
Geraldine@irishcatholic.ie or phone
6874095

VARIETY CONCERT

Sacred Heart Parish, Sruleen presents
“Variety Concert” in aid of the Sacred Heart
Education Project in Jagannathpur, India and
upkeep of the Parish in the Green Isle Hotel
on Thursday 8pm, 21* April.

Tickets €15 will be on sale after all
Masses at the weekends or call 087
2841453, 0872843567

“THANK YOU” FROM THE
MINISTERS OF THE LITURGICAL
ENVIRONMENT

A community coming together united in
having the church reflect the glory of the
Resurrection is a wonderful experience.
We say “thank you” to all who helped in
any way.

MERCY SUNDAY

Divine Mercy Sunday, a feast instituted by

Pope Saint John Paul II, is celebrated

every year on the Octave of Easter.

Ceremonies will be held today in the

Church of Divine Mercy, Balgaddy:

* 2.00pm Divine Mercy Devotions,
Confessions available

e 3:00pm Divine Mercy Prayer and
Chaplet.

* 3:30pm Mass, Celebrant; Fr Eamonn
Bourke

* Guest Speaker: Sr. Helena O’Donoghue
RSM

Followed by Blessing with the Relics of St

Faustina, Blessed John Paul II & Fr

Sopocko

CLONDALKIN ACTIVE RETIREMENT

I hope you all had a lovely Easter.

On Saturday last our Bright Side of
Life Choir sang at The Mill Shopping
Centre, a fundraiser for Brother Kevin
Crowley, founder of the Capuchin Day
Centre in Dublin which daily feeds
approximately 1,000 homeless people. It
was a fantastic afternoon. We raised
€1,000, thank you for your support.

Thank you to the management of
Dunnes Stores for providing tea and coffee
to our choir.

Thank you Sean for the entertainment
on Tuesday last. 56 of us are off to
Summerhill in Co. Meath next Tuesday to
an afternoon Dinner Dance in aid of Third
Age, entertained by the legend TR Dallas.

Regards, Clare

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Notices and submissions for the Newsletter must be
received before 10.30am on WEDNESDAY morning
to be considered for inclusion into that week’s edition.
Envelopes marked “PARISH NEWSLETTER”
should be left into the Sacristy or Parish Office.
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Village

Office/Sacristy
459 3520

Fr Damian Farnon,
Moderator

St Cecilla’s
459 2665

Fr Padraig O’Sullivan,
Co-P.P.
St Columba’s
464 0441

Clonburris

Fr Shan O Cuiv CC
087 238 7530

Knockmitten

Fr Des Byrne CC
45 Woodford Drive.
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Parish Pastoral Workers
(for the Combined
Catholic Parishes of
Clondalkin)

Christina Malone
0857162152

Frank Brown

Clondalkimn Vullllalg’e,
Clonburris & Knockmitten

clondalkinchurch@eircom.net www.clondalkinparish.com
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CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES

Down through the centuries there has often been much
hankering after the church that we read of in “Acts of the
Apostles”. The infant church was and indeed still is seen by
some as being almost perfect — simple, down to earth,
loving God and loving neighbour in the way Jesus meant it
to be. Then it got contaminated with complexity, hierarchy,
dogmas, doctrines, power structures, ceremony, etc.

Many have tried to recapture this golden age of the church
by establishing their own church modelled on what they read in
the Acts of the Apostles. But the outcome has always been
further fragmentation as it is based on a misreading of what the
Scripture actually tell us about the early church. What is very
clear is that it had its origins in weakness and not strength, in
frailty and not perfection. The Acts of the Apostles is about the
Apostles and in the Gospels we often find that they were an
exasperating lot. But perhaps that is a large part of what makes
them believable and human.

At the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry it was easier for
them to believe in him as the long awaited Messiah. He was
enormously popular as he drew people to him with his teaching,
his powers of healing and even his power over nature. But as
time goes on and Jesus gradually revealed who he was and
warns them that he faced crucifixion and death the cracks began
to appear. The Apostles squabble among themselves about who
is the greatest, they have doubts and fears. They began to
wonder who this man really is now that his popularity is tainted
by the increasing hostility of the Pharisees. Maybe this Jesus is
just a little bit too dangerous to be associated with. What is all
this talk about suffering and death and then 3 days later living
again?

When their doubts begin to overwhelm them he gives them
a shot in the arm to help them as in the Transfiguration and the
raising of Lazarus. It all gives a picture of the Apostles as a very
mixed bunch — a true reflection of the human condition and a
true reflection of the early church we read about in the Acts of

(Continued on page 4)




BAPTISMS

Congratulations and weleome to¢
Maximilian Joseph Archbold,
Castlegrange Close

Saibh Kate McGeever, St. John’s Gate
Conor Patrick Mc Geever, St. John’s Gate
Melissa Jean McKenna, Monastery Gate
Avenue

Emma Georgina O’Callaghan, Monksfield
Avenue

Archie James Nugent, Oak Downs, Greenpark
Sadbh Molly Ni Broin, Church Crescent, Athy
Jason Chidiebube Chinedu, Aras na Cluaine
Codey Thomas Smith Durran,
Cherrywood Drive

Danny Patrick Byrne, St. John’s Wood
Lizzy Claire De Brtin, Newlands Manor Green
Harry Patrick King Byrne, Riversdale

who received the Sacrament of Baptism.

DEATHS

We extend our deepest sympathy to /the
family and friends of:

Mary Jones, Cappamore
Muriel Pillay, Oakway, Greenpark

recently deceased. May they rest in peace.

WEDDINGS
Congratulations and best wishes to:
Lisa Galligan and Diarmuid McNamara

who received the Sacrament of Marriage

CLONBURRIS
Mass Intentions

Saturday 2" April
6.30pm May Jones R.D.
John and Anastasia Manifold
An.
Michael and Genieve
O'Loughlin An.
Marie Maloney An.
Christy and Phylis Laelor An.

Sunday 3™ April

11.00 am Con and Mary O'Sullivan An,
Florrie Herlighy An.
David Scannell An.
Ailish Rafferty An.

ADULT CATECHISM STUDIES

The Sacraments at the Service of
Communion, paragraphs 1533-1600

We resume our studies with the final
group of sacraments, Holy Orders and
Matrimony, which are directed towards
the salvation of others.

Wednesday 6" April at 7.30pm
Presentation Convent.
Ronan Leydon

LOURDES 2016
7" to 12" MAY
There are now only 2 places left
e Hotel: 4* Eliseo
e Fare: €725 per person sharing and
single room supplement is €150.
Booking forms are available in the Parish
Office and Sacristy
Spiritual Director:Fr Shan O’Cuiv
Padraig Doyle, Group Organiser.

ADORATION

This Thursday 7" April there will be
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
Morning: in the Sisters’ Oratory 10.45am
to 11.45am

Evening: Holy Hour 8pm to 9pm

LEGION OF MARY ACIES 2016

The annual Consecration of Legionaries to
Our Lady will take place on Sunday 10"
April 2016 at 3.00 p.m. in the Church of
St. Nicholas of Myra, Francis St.

All Auxiliary Members are invited to attend

CCPC INTERCESSORY PRAYER FO
CLONDALKIN PARISH CLUSTER

No Tuesday meeting in Pastoral Centre
Joining in Deansrath Adoration this
Tuesday at 7.30pm to 8.30pm in
Deansrath Church. Please join us!

NOTICES

Monday 4" April
Miraculous Medal Novena after 10am
Mass and Rosary.

Tuesday 5" April
The Legion of Mary meets in the Convent
at 11.00am. New members are welcome.

Wednesday 6" April
Baptism preparation meeting in the Pas-
toral Centre at 8pm

ANNIVERSARIES

Monday 4" April
10.00am Pat Ryder, B/day Rem

Tuesday 5" April
10.00am Paul Carey, 1™ An

Wednesday 6" April
10.00am Louie Duggan

Sunday 10" April
7.30pm (Vigil) John Downey, MM
Richard Connolly, 3" An

9.00am William Beesley
10.30am Belle and Josie Broderick
12 noon John Pedreschi
Evelyn McGrillen
Patrick O’Connell
5.30pm Mary O’Shea and mother

Mary Furlong

HOUR OF PRAYER

An “Hour of Prayer” takes place on
Thursday, 7" April from 8 to 9pm

There will be an hour of prayer with
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Prayers for healing and individual blessing
with Benediction at 9pm.

You are invited to come to this Hour of
prayer where we will gather to pray with you
and for you as we ask the Healing Hand of
the Lord to touch and strengthen us
All are welcome

CHURCH DUTY

Cleaning: Kitty Egan, Veronica Bayly,
Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Angela McCreevey
and May Stynes

Altar Linen: Mary O’Neill

Flowers: Kathleen Cosgrove and general
tidying of garden by members of the
Environment group

ANIMAL AID PUB QUIZ

A Pub Quiz for Animal Aid will be held in
the Steering Wheel on Friday 8" April at
8.30pm.

Table of 4 is €20 and we will have lots of
Raffle prizes.

MONDAY CLUB - 21°"MARCH

We had a few new faces to the Club and
welcome to you all. I hope you all enjoyed
yourselves.

We had a wonderful morning of
beautiful music selected by Minnie.
Minnie selected pieces to suit Easter and
finished off with the “Halleluia Chorus”.

I take this opportunity to thank all for
coming, making it so enjoyable for
everyone and to those who help with
setting tables, serving teas/coffee, tidy up,
shopping on occasions and baking etc.

I wish everyone a very happy Easter
Season and we will be back on Monday 4"
April.

Kathleen R.



