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their evangelisation. They had a formidable
leader in Charles Mortel and they had
enough military power to drive the Muslim
armies back into Spain. But for this it is likely
that a large part of Europe would have come
under the control of Islam and our history
would be very different to what it is now. It is
thanks to Scholastica and her brother
Benedict that they and their successors kept
the light of Christianity burning in a time of
darkness.
We pray that this light will continue to shine
especially in our own country, which is going
through a period of rapid change and
diversification right now. We pray that
through the intercession of St. Scholistica we
will keep our bearings and remain rooted in
the heritage that has served us well
Fr. Padraig
CLONDALKIN ACTIVE RETIREMENT
Well what a great day we all had at Our
Club on Tuesday last. We had the
pleasure of having wonderful musicians
from CAME, Joe Mahony, Vincent Cahill
and Jerry Mac Uaid, fantastic they really
tore the roof down in the Towers Club,
thank you so much guys, and hopefully
you will honour us very soon with your
presence, also thank you to all the fantastic
singers, Eileen Carey, Teresa Gilligan,
Rita Plummer and of course Margaret
Wignall etc, sorry if I forgot anyone.
We are in the process of arranging a
few Day Trips and Two Nights away in
Wexford in the near future, so we will give
you more details next week.
I will let you all know next week how our
Benefit Evening went. Again, another big
thank you to Damien from The Laurels, for
making this Benefit Evening happen, we are
very grateful, and of course a big thank you
to Patricia from The Laurels.
A big Happy Birthday to Fintan
Mullally, hope it was a good one....
Clare

ADORATION
th

This Thursday, 19 February Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament will be in the:
Church: from after 10am Mass to 11.45am
Church: from after 7.30pm Mass to 9pm
All are welcome
LENT AND REPENTANCE AND
ASHES
“Repentance” is more particularly heard
during Lent. Ever wondered what we
really means and what is understood when
we talk about it.
Evangelical repentance consists of:
1. A true sense of one’s own guilt and
sinfulness
2. An apprehension of God’s mercy in
Christ
3. An actual hatred of sin and turning
from it to God
4. A persistent effort after a holy life in a
walking with God in the way of his
commandments
But repentance comprehends not only a
sense of sin but also an understanding of
mercy without which there can be no true
repentance (Psalm 51:1; 130:4)
Next Wednesday, Ash Wednesday we
begin our journey through Lent
Masses are at 7.15 am, 10am and 7.30pm
Ashes made from palm branches
blessed on the previous year Palm Sunday
will be distributed at all Masses. Ashes
will also be available to take to the sick
and housebound.
(Please note: The 7.30am weekday
Mass will be at 7.15am Ash Wednesday
and there will be 7.30pm Mass for the
duration of Lent)
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
Notices and submissions for the Newsletter must be
received before 10.30am on WEDNESDAY morning
to be considered for inclusion into that week’s edition.
Envelopes marked “PARISH NEWSLETTER”
should be left into the Sacristy or Parish Office.

PARISH TEAM
CONTACTS
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Office/Sacristy
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Fr Damian Farnon,
Moderator
St Cecilla’s
459 2665
Fr Pádraig O’Sullivan,
Co-P.P.
St Columba’s
464 0441
Fr. Seamus McEntee
St Mary’s
459 2311
Clonburris
Fr Shán O Cuív CC
087 238 7530
Knockmitten
Fr Des Byrne CC
45 Woodford Drive.
459 2323
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ST SCHOLASTICA – A LIGHT IN A DARK AGE
St. Scholastica was the sister of St. Bernard, the founder of
Western Monasticism. She was probably born in 480AD,
which was a time of great upheaval. The Western Roman
Empire had collapsed while the Eastern Empire ruled by
Justinian from Constantinople continued.
St Scholastica remained close to her famous brother Benedict
all her life and was with him at Monte Cassino, south of Rome
when he established the first Benedictine Monastery. The great
Western tradition of Monasticism had begun and Scholastica
was in charge of a community of women near Cassino under
the direction of Benedict. These were the first Benedictine
Nuns. They were to be instrumental in re-evangelising Europe
at a time of chaos and turmoil as rival barbarian tribes fought
for supremacy in the political vacuum left in Rome. This was
the era known as the Dark Ages and it is considered to have
begun when the Emperor Justinian closed the great centre of
learning in Athens – the Akademia. By doing this Justinian
brought to an end the Classical era of Greece and Rome and
into this vacuum Benedict and Scholastica activated a new
Intellectual and Spiritual force through the monasteries. It was
the men and women of these monasteries who saved the works
of antiquity and gradually Christianised the barbarian tribes
who were fighting with each other to fill the political vacuum
left by Rome.

It is no co-incidence that a new and powerful force entered
into this scene of confusion. The rise of Islam occurred
within 150 years after Rome’s collapse. Its phenomenal
Parish Pastoral Workers expansion occurred rapidly all across Northern Africa, into
(for the Combined Catholic Spain and even as far as France.
Parishes of Clondalkin)

Peter Siney
089 461 4226
Christopher Okereke
457 3546

Here at the Battle of Tours the Islamist incursion was stopped
by the Frankish armies under the command of Charles “the
Hammer” Mortel. The Franks had only recently been
Christianised and Benedictine monks had played a large part in
(Continued on page 4)

BAPTISMS
Congratulations and welcome to:
Cain Donal Gannon, Castlegrange Sq
Lachlan James Geoghegan, Coolaghknock
Gardens, Kildare
David Walkosz, Monastery Heath Court
Halle Annah Cleary, Kilcronan Avenue
Leo Domenico Aprile, Corkagh View
Scott William Lawlor, Brankenrainey
Wood, Longwood, Co. Meath

DEATHS
We extend our deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of:
Edmond Ryan, Monastery Drive
recently deceased. May he rest in peace.
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Finance Committee acknowledges with
thanks €1,800 – your contributions this week

recently Baptised.
INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP
An Intercessory Prayer group meets to
pray each Tuesday 7.30pm to 8.30pm for
the Clondalkin Group of Parishes (CCPC).
Please come and pray with us
Venue: Parish Pastoral Centre
th
Date: Tuesday 17 February.
All are welcome

th

Monday 16 February
Miraculous Medal Novena after 10am
Mass and Rosary.
th

Tuesday 17 February
Lectio Divina under the direction of Sr. Anne
in the Pastoral Centre after 10am Mass.
The Legion of Mary meets in the Convent
at 11.00am. New members are welcome.

th

Sunday 15 February
11am
Nancy Heffernan B.Rem.
Dick and Sheila O'Brien An.
Ann McGough An.

Kay Lee will fill us in on the good news
from Fr. Bala’s Indian Mission territory at
th
the Prayer Meeting next Wednesday 18
February at 8pm in the Pastoral Centre.
All are welcome to come along and hear
the great progress he has made with the
help of his friends in Clondalkin.

Cleaning: Bernardine Wynne, Veronica
Bayly, Tracey Whelan and Josephine Hearty
Altar Linen: Vera Pidgeon
Flowers: No flowers for Lent
(We welcome Noreen King who joined the
Flower Team last week and is responsible
for the beautiful flowers and we thank the
people who leave arrangements. We do
appreciate your offerings!)

ANNIVERSARIES

“THE FAULT IN OUR STARS”

th

NOTICES

th

Saturday 14 February
6.30pm Michael Maloney An.
Nancy Heffernan B.Rem.
th
Patrick Shanahan 100 B.Rem.
Ellie Nolan An.

CHURCH DUTY
GOOD NEWS OF FR. BALA IN
INDIA!

INVITATION
The Combined Catholic Parishes of
Clondalkin “Funeral Ministry” team
invite all to the Village Church to pray the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy on Thursday
th
19 February at 3pm here in the Church.
The team hopes to continue praying the
Chaplet each Thursday during Lent and
encourage all to attend.

CLONBURRIS
Mass Intentions

Monday 16 February
7.30am
James Egan
th

Tuesday 17 February
7.30am
Mary Josephine Maguire
th

Friday 20 February
7.15am
Patrick and Julia Nugent
10.00am
Brian McDonagh, Rec.Dec
st

Saturday 21 February
10.00am
Chris Stapleton
nd

Sunday 22 February
th
7.30pm (Vigil)
Sean Stynes, 8 An
John Cunaghan
Nora and Tom McHugh
10.30am
Bernard and Olga Byrne
12 Noon
Maisie and Tom Delaney
Brian Lucas
Geraldine (Gerry) McElhinney

Sacred Heart Film Club continues next
th
Friday 20 February in the Parish Centre,
St John's Drive at 7.30 p.m. with "The
Fault in Our Stars." It tells the moving and
touching story of two young people who
are brought together through their
different cancer conditions.
Fr. Mike
CASA CHURCH GATE
COLLECTION
CASA is a voluntary organisation,
established in 1981, whose goal is develop
friendships and social outlets for people with
disabilities through a variety of social
activities. These include regular social events,
holidays, respite breaks, and pilgrimages.
nd
Next Sunday, 22 February members
of CASA will hold a church gate
collection after all Masses and ask for your
continued support

LOURDES 2015
th

th

Date: 7 - 12 May – 5 nights
Hotel: Jeanne D’Arc
Fare: €750 per person sharing
As we are limited to 30 places early
booking is advisable.
Booking forms are available in the
Sacristy, Parish Shop and Office
ADULT STUDIES IN THE
CATHECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Are you interested in studying the Catechism
of the Catholic Church? We hope to start a
programme of study here in the village parish
very shortly. It will be open to parishioners in
the Cluster parishes as well.
Those who are interested are invited to
come to an “INFORMATION SESSION”
th
at 8.15pm on Wednesday 18 February in
the Parish Centre.
This venture is being facilitated by the
Parish Team, the Parish Pastoral Council,
the Parish Faith Development Groups, Fr.
Aidan Kieran, Saggart Parish and Fr.
Padraig O’Sullivan
MONDAY CLUB
We had a lovely relaxed morning after our
cuppa. We welcomed Elizabeth Mary
Doyle who led us in prayer and meditation
and connected with our guardian angels,
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. It was a
very spiritual experience.
Thank you Elizabeth for sharing your
time with us! We were saddened to hear
Martin has finished his programme in the
Parish Centre. Thank you Martin for all your
help and we wish you the best for the future!
Next Monday the boys and girls form
Localise will be with us to guide us in the
celebration of St. Valentine and hopefully
there will be a great attendance.
Take care
Kathleen R

