
1517 and the unity of western Christendom
was sundered. However there was a
powerful recovery in the reign of Pope
Paul III and the work of the Council of
Trent. It was an era of some of the
church’s most influential saints, Ignatius
Loyola, Teresa of Avila and John of the
Cross. Periods of upheaval are cyclical.

Being a follower of Christ means we
will run into a stumbling block at least
once. It is the will of Christ that we
persevere and remain as one as He and the
Father are one. We pray for the grace to
commit ourselves to our faith as Jesus
asked on Holy Thursday.

Fr. Padraig

(Continued from page 1)

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Notices and submissions for the Newsletter must be
received before 10.30am on WEDNESDAY morning
to be considered for inclusion into that week’s edition.
Envelopes marked “PARISH NEWSLETTER”
should be left into the Sacristy or Parish Office.

MAKE-A-WISH IRELAND ANNUAL WISH DAY

– VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Make-A-Wish® Ireland has one simple aim
– we grant the wishes of children aged
between 3 and 17 years living with life-
threatening medical conditions. 

Volunteer are needed for WISH DAY,
our annual fundraising day, on Friday 8

th

April 2016.
For more details contact Emma Horgan
emma@makeawish.ie or call 01 2052012

CLONDALKIN ACTIVE RETIREMENT

Hi everybody.
We had a very enjoyable day at our CLUB
on Tuesday last, with Stephen from Lloyds
Chemist, The Mil Shopping Centre, giving
us lots of tips on how to keep healthy, also
we had our very own member Marie
Currivan testing our minds with a quiz,
which was fantastic.  Thank you both so
much.

Our Spring Soiree is on Wednesday next
at the Laurels with the one and only Finbar
Coady entertaining us.

Our Bright Side of Life Choir will be
singing at 11am next Thursday morning at
The Mill Shopping Centre, so come along
and support them.

St. Patrick's Day Parade is back in our
village this year, which will be a lovely event,
so another day out,and our Bright Side of
Life Choir will be taking part.

Regards

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST

Please note: New Rosters are now
available for collection from the sacristy.

CASA

CASA (Caring and Sharing Association) is
a registered charity that works closely with
those who need our services most.

Our aim is to develop friendships and
provide respite and social outlets for
people with disabilities and to help us
continue our mission we ask for your
generosity in our Church gate collection
this weekend

APPRECIATION

My sincere “thanks” to all who sent “Get
Well Wishes”, who prayed for me and sent
cards when I was sick. I am delighted to be
back again to meet and chat with you, my
friends.

In appreciation of your kindness Holy
Mass has been offered for your intentions.

Peg Noonan

NOVENA OF GRACE

Commencing on Friday 4
th
 March the

Novena will be prayed after Mass. The
prayer will be available at the Church
entrances.
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PARISH TEAM

CONTACTS

Village

Office/Sacristy

459 3520

Fr Damian Farnon,
Moderator

St Cecilla’s

459 2665

Fr Pádraig O’Sullivan,

Co-P.P.

St Columba’s

464 0441

Clonburris

Fr Shán O Cuív CC

087 238 7530

Knockmitten

Fr Des Byrne CC

45 Woodford Drive.

459 2323

Parish Pastoral Workers
(for the Combined

Catholic Parishes of
Clondalkin)

Christina Malone
0857162152

Frank Brown
086 1018173

A STUMBLING BLOCK TO FAITH – SCANDAL

A frequent theme in the Gospels and the writings of St. Paul
is the unity among the faithful. In Chap. 15 of St. John’s
Gospel Jesus focused very strongly on it as he prayed for
unity among his followers – that they may be one as He and
the Father are one.

In the history of the Church scandal has probably been
the most prominent reason for people leaving it. It is
understandable, scandal means a stumbling block and
scandal among people who are meant to be living good
lives is an obstacle to the faith of others. Wherever you get
people you will get their faults and failings – hypocrisy,
selfishness, pettiness and scandal. Scandal was present from
the beginning, one has only to read of what the apostles did
on Good Friday to be aware of scandal.

Christ’s body, his church was beaten, battered and
bruised on quite a few occasions during its history. Things
were in awful state in the 10

th
 century when Roman nobles

gained political power over the papacy. In the feuding that
followed a number of the popes were murdered and this
period of corruption reached its low point when Pope
Stephen  7

th
 dug up the body of his predecessor, desecrated

it and had it thrown into the Tiber. He was ultimately
assassinated himself. If ever there was a stumbling block to
the unity of Christ’s faithful this was it.

Read on about the history of the Papacy into 11
th
 and 12

th

centuries and we find a pattern. The periods of degeneration
were always followed by periods of renewal. The founding of
new monasteries like Cluny and the leadership of saintly popes
like Gregory V11 put the bad days of the 10

th
 century behind.

This brought about the unity of Christ’s church in a powerful
way. There was another period of upheaval in the Renaissance
as squabbling Italian nobles gained access to power in the
Papacy. The Borgia family manipulated situations where their
own protégés became popes, cardinals and bishops with
disastrous results. The upheaval of the reformation began in

(Continued on page 4)



ANNIVERSARIES

Wednesday 2
nd

 March
10.00am David O’Sullivan, B/day 

Rem

Sunday 6
th

 March
7.30pm (Vigil) Matthew Farrell

Mary and Jim Cahill
10.30am Anne and John Connolly

Marian McMahon, Rec Dec.
Paddy and Noreen Maher

12 Noon Charles Gray

NOTICES

Mass at 7.30pm each weekday as well as
the morning Masses at 7.30am and 10am

Monday 29
th

 February
Miraculous Medal Novena after 10am
Mass and Rosary.

Tuesday 1
st
 March

Lectio Divina under the direction of Sr.
Anne in the Pastoral Centre after 10am Mass
The Legion of Mary meets in the Convent
at 11.00am. New members are welcome.

Wednesday 2
nd

 March
Baptism Preparation meeting in the
Pastoral Centre, upstairs, at 8pm

Thursday 3
rd

 March
Boys of St. Joseph’s School will be in
attendance at 10am Mass

Friday 4
th

 March
First Friday, all Masses are offered for all
whose names are on the Altar List of the
Dead
2

nd
 and 6

th
 class children of Scoil Áine will

be in attendance at 10am Mass

Saturday 5
th

 March
First Saturday, Fatima Devotions after
10am Mass

CCPC INTERCESSORY PRAYER
FOR 9 CLONDALKIN PARISHES

This Tuesday 1
st
 March Intercessory

Prayer for our Parishes in the Parish
Pastoral Centre 7.30 to 8.30pm.

CHURCH DUTY

Cleaning: Veronica Bayly, Bernardine
Wynne, Tracy Whelan and Josephine Hearty
Altar Linen: Marie Harrington
Flowers: Maintenance of “Lenten Mercy
Garden” – watering etc.

DEATHS

We extend our deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of:

Jimmy Murray, Ronanstown Crescent
John Downey, Palmerstown Woods

recently deceased. May they rest in peace.
“JUBILEE OF MERCY”
“24 hours for the Lord”

Evening of Reflection, Adoration and
Reconciliation in Knockmitten Church on
Friday March 4

th
 at 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Fr. Des

HOUR OF PRAYER

The next Hour of Prayer takes place on
Thursday 3

rd
 from 8pm to 9pm.

There will be an hour of prayer with
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
prayers for healing and individual blessings
finishing with Benediction at 9pm.

Fr. Padraig

ADORATION

This Thursday 3
rd

 March there will be
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Morning: In the Sisters’ Oratory 10.45am
to 11.45am

CLONBURRIS
Mass Intentions

Saturday 27
th

 February
  6.30pm Glen Kavanagh An.

Joseph Donoghue An.

Sunday 28
th

 February
11.00am. Kathleen and Jos Fagan An.

Gerard McKenna An.

ADULT CATECHISM STUDIES

The Catechism tells us that the Churches
mission is to “guard the deposit of faith” and
in particular to guard the Church’s Faith
regarding the Eucharist, since the Eucharist is
the “sum and summary of the faith”. The
Eucharist is a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the
Father, a blessing by which the Church
expresses her gratitude to God for all his
benefits. When Mass is celebrated we are
united with the disciples and Our Lord at the
Last Supper in the Upper Room.

Wednesday 2nd March at 8.00pm in
the Convent, The Sacrament of the
Eucharist, paragraphs 1356-1419.

LOURDES 2016
7

th
 to 12

th
 MAY

There are now only 5places left
 Hotel: 4* Eliseo
 Fare: €725 (all inclusive) per person

sharing and single room supplement is
€150.

Booking forms are available in the Parish
Office and Sacristy
Spiritual Director:Fr Shán O’Cuív

Padraig Doyle, Group Organiser.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Ecumenical Service on Friday 4
th
 March at

11am, following the 10am Mass here,
Church of the Immaculate Conception and
St. Killian.

Prepared by the women of Cuba, the
focus in prayer is on the needs of children.

We ask you to join us and be part of a
great chain of prayer all around the world
interceding for the children of the world.

CLONDALKIN HISTORY SOCIETY
- LECTURE

Kildare Connection to the Easter Rising
1916" is the title of Seamus Cullen's
illustrated talk to the Society to be held on
Monday 29

th
 February 2016 at Aras

Chronain, Watery Lane, commencing at
8pm. All are welcome. Admission is €
5.00 (non members).

Padraig A O'Murchu

MONDAY CLUB

There was a good crowd in the Monday
Club and after our usual tea and coffee we
had a crafty morning.

We tried the ancient art form of
quilling. This art form is done by winding
shredded paper into coils and forming
them into shapes and arranging them
together to form flowers, birds, butterflies
or anything else the imagination allows.

This art form is very ancient and has
been used by nuns and monks as far back
as the Renaissance and maybe beyond,
where it was used to decorate religious
items. The quiet and repetitive nature of
the skill makes it highly likely that it was
compatible with the lifestyle of religious
houses.

There were some very nice pieces done
by the club members, Noel made some
lovely liquoise? Sweets by combining a
number of different strands together.
Congratulations to all for the great effort
you put into it and creating your own
designs. Little materials are required, time,
patience and imagination are all that is
required to create beautiful designs.
Next week we welcome Paula Swayne

Kathleen


