Autumn Prayer Tree

There gre Variations oh this depending on whether you want to use
real leaves or not and how messy You waht to get!!

You can either:

1. Draw out a tree Trunk then print and cut out a number of
leaves (left) and paste them together.

2. Print/cut out leaves and decorate a "homemade" trunk (to
make the trunk, trace your child's arm from the elbow up, including
the fingers, like the picture)

3. Draw the trunk and decorate with "Finger-paint" leaves
4, Write your prayer on each leaf, or the name of someone you
would like to remember or pray for!

5. You can also go outside and collect real Autumn leaves and paste those on
like the picture to the right.

Materials:

Printer, paper, scissors, glue, something to colour with,
You will also need finger-paints if you choose the second
option.

You will need to collect some leaves from outside if you
choose the fourth option.

Instructions:
° Draw out or make your home-made trunk

. Cut out the leaves. This step may require adult assistance. Don't worry too
much about getting them cut out perfectly.
° Colour pieces, as necessary. (For a change of pace, try using different
mediums than you typically do, such as paints, crayons or pastels). Pastels
smudged make really nice Autumn leaves!
° Write your prayer on each leaf, or the name of someone you would like to
remember or pray for! Maybe get family, friends to do theres!!
. Glue the coloured leaves together or make handprint leaves, depending on
the alternative you chose.
. You can glue the entire tree to a decorated background

° (blue construction paper, with green tissue paper for grass and white cotton
balls for clouds works very nicely!).

An Autumn Prayer

We see signs of summer's passing in golden leaves, shortening days,
misty mornings, autumn glow.
We sense its passing in rain that dampens, winds that chill,
Harvest's bounty placed on show.
Creator God, who brings forth both green shoot and hoar frost, sunrise and sunset,
we bring our thanks for seeds that have grown, harvests gathered, storehouses
filled, mouths fed. And, as your good earth rests through winter's cold embrace,
we look forward to its re-awakening when kissed by Spring's first touch. Amen



HALLOW

Halloween is shortened from “All-hallow-evening,” the eve of All Hallow's Day, wh ch is now known as
All Saints Day. (Al Saints Day hecame was placed on November T by Fope Gregory IV in 635 All

Souls ﬂay on November 2 in ?7(9/ Millions of children celebrate Halloween each year with costumes,
parties, and N-jir\ks. But what are ﬂweg celebraﬁr\g? Where did these customs arise?

Halloween has its origins in the ancient Celtic festival known as Samhain. The festival of Samhainis a
celebration of the end of the harvest season in Gaelic culture, and is sometimes regarded as the
"Celtic New Year". Traditionally, the festival was a time used by the ancient pagans to take stock of
supplies and slaughter livestock for winter stores. The ancient Gaels believed that on October 31, now
known as Halloween, the boundary between the alive and the deceased dissolved, and the dead
become dangerous for the living by causing problems such as sickness or damaged crops. The
festivals would frequently involve bonfires, into which bones of slaughtered livestock were thrown.
Costumes and masks were also worn at the festivals in an attempt to mimic the evil spirits or placate them.

In pagan times, October 31 was New Year's Eve, a night of evil and terror when all hell broke
loose. Goblins and ghosts were abroad that night, while witches celebrated their black rites
as the spirits and souls of the dead roamed the earth. To frighten the evil spirits and to
bolster their own sagging spirits, our ancestors created a din with bells, horns, pots and pans,
(just as we still do at midnight on December 31st), and built fires to frighten the witches or
perhaps burn them if they might get caught. On the afternoon of October 31st, village boys
would go from house to house collecting fuel for the midnight fires. Everyone was expected to contribute
some peat or "coal pieces" to help burn the witches. Those who did not received dire warnings of the evil
consequences that might follow

Over 1,000 years ago Christians confronted these pagan rites of appeasing the ],18 ?UH?KEN EBQAYE iL

Open my mind so | can learn about You;

lord of death and evil spirits. But the early Christians didn't simply speak out; ® et ety @
they tried to institute a Christian alternative. All Hallow's Day (November 1) was ake away all my sin and forgive me for the
a celebration of all "the holies" — those people who had died faithful to Christ. @wézgfwmm@

All Hallow's Day, the feast of All Saints on the first of November, used to be Open my eyes so JourfE el sec:
@ Qittwe eyer &

celebrated in the spring. (The Eastern Church still observes it on the first Sunday 'm sorry for turning up my nose to all You'vel
after Pentecost.) But in the eighth century it was transferred to November on the

glven me.
. . @ et anse®
Western calendar, where it became the climax of the autumn season, a harvest Open my ears so Your word I will hear;

festival celebrating all whom h Il lory. @ Gittwo ears @
estival celebrat g om God has called to glory Open my mouth to tell others You're near.
Halloween in our culture today has become an odd mixture of tributes to @Gt amaith @

. .. . Let Your h'g\ht shine in me so others can see.
Dracula and roaming spirits, TV superheroes and comic characters, and @ Ploce @ cande inode @

participation in innocent harvest festivals and costume parties. Literally, of MY IIAPPY llﬂl[ IPUMPKIN SIIQWS
course, it is the eve of All Hallows - a preparation for the observance tomorrow UL GOB

of the Feast of All Hallows or All Saints. That feast gives the assurance that there is a state of belng that

stretches beyond our life here on this earth — an affirmation of the essential spiritual nature of human life.

People are made for more than can be experienced over our lifetime spent in this world.

The Apostle Paul underscores that when he writes to the Ephesians, that the highest role reserved for
fﬂ' human beings is, as he puts it, "to rule with Christ in the heavenly world. And God has done this to
al demonstrate for all time the extraordinary greatness of his grace in the love he showed us in

Christ Jesus."

So this Christian season brings us a comforting reminder that there is a destiny designed for us,
assuring us of a continuing existence, and it's a promise endorsed by Jesus when he spoke of the many
mansions that he has prepared for us. Hallowe'en assures us that God's love stretches far beyond
death. Certainly of all people, Christians should be joyful. The challenge is to use the creativity of
the Creator to celebrate both the light and life He brought into this world, and His victory over evil —
and evil spirits — which extends into the next. We can continue to sing our songs of thanksgiving for the
creation of the world, while we look forward to that everlasting New Year at the end of time, when all
things will be gathered in at the Final Harvest and "God shall be all-in-all.” (Corinthians 15:28)



