
The Living Rosary 
 

Looking for a special way to pray the Rosary?  
Try bringing a Living Rosary to your school or congregation. This 
beautiful prayer service takes some preparation and practice, but 
many teachers and parishioners have found it makes for a powerful 
and prayerful annual tradition. 
 

The Rosary, in this case, is made of students, with each representing a bead.     
Select a group of students (61 in all) to embody the Rosary in the church. Pass a 
wireless microphone, if available, around the human rosary, with each student 
leading the prayer associated with his or her position in the Rosary. 
Form the decades by arranging 50 students in segments of ten around the           
perimeter of the church. This can be a good way for younger students to            
participate, as they need only lead one Hail Mary each. 
 

Between the decades, place five individual students. This can be a good way for 
older students to take a leadership role in your community’s prayer, as each will 
lead the Glory Be, the Fatima Prayer, announce the next mystery, and lead the 
Our Father before passing the microphone to the next student. 
 

If your church has stairs leading up to the altar, this is a great place to form the 
“tail” of the rosary or you can bring the tail back into the middle of the church  
(see the diagram).  Have six additional students form a line from the main part of 
the “rosary” up toward the altar, bending the line slightly so students sitting in the 
pews can see.  The student on the end should hold a crucifix, perhaps the one 
used during the opening and closing processions at Mass.  

 

As with the other groups, select students of an appropriate age to lead their       
corresponding prayers. 

 
Be sure to select a strong leader to offer the “Hail, Holy Queen” and “Sign of the 

Cross” at the conclusion of the Rosary.  
This will likely be the same leader who announces the first mystery and leads the 

first Our Father. 
 

Why not make it a yearly tradition in the  
Month of May?? 




