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CAY L

Amos 5:22-25
Luke11:37-44

Starting Point

Christians in Indonesia recognize
that in their land there are people
who passionately try to practise their
taith, but who oppress those of other
beliefs. In the prophecy of Amos,
God rejects the worship of those
who neglect justice. In the Gospel
of Luke, Jesus reminds us that the
cutward sign of true worship of
(God is acting justly. Christians

can sometimes be very commirted
to prayer and worship, but less
concerned for the poor and the
marginalized. When, as Christians,
we work together on justice issues
we grow closer to one another and

to (God.
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Refiection
At the table

we Sit,
empty plates, bur for a few crumbs.

Evervone's had their fill again,

satiated,
at least for now.

Turning on the taps

we fill our bowls,

in the hope that the stains
will disappear.

The water cascades

over cup

and plate,

cleansing it

of anv sign of human contact,

as if there had never been a meal.

In cur polite conversation

and edgy discourse,

we fool ourselves

into thinking we are making
a difference.

We faithfully gather,

but are we just acting,
waiting,

for the others to speak up

as we wash our hands?



Letjustice roll down like waters (Amos 5:24)

Prayer
God of all,

vou have shown us the path
of justice.
You arc the father of the orphan.
You are the constant companion of
the widow.
You are the friend of the stranger.
In cach of these,
may we meet you

and recognize the wind of QHES‘EIEI’IS
your Spirit, * How would vou describe justice?
moving us toward the need
for justice. * Where have you recognized
In all that we do, justice in action?
may we know vour grace and mercy
and offer healing and justice in * Can we have unity without
yOur name. Justice?

Go and Do

(see www.cthi.org.uk/goanddo)

*Charity is no substitute for justice withheld'.

Take time to reflect and remember campaign successes of the recent

and distant past, c.g. the abolition of transatlantic slavery and the end of
apartheid in South Africa. Visit Go and Do to read about recent successes in
the campaign for tax justice.

Celebrate the successes and get together to discuss what action your
mmmunir}' of churches could take to dml.fcngt ]njustir:c that 1s happcﬂing
now. Visit Go and Do for some creative activism i1deas.
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CAY 2

Ephesians 4:22-25
Matthew 5:33-37

Starting Point

The letter to the Ephesians presents
a call for Christians to be honest and
accountable to each other, so that we
may grow in community. There is no
place for deceittulness, for it serves
only to impair our relationships

and so destroy that community. We
arc called to live an authentic life

Reflection

If I am to speak truth to power,
whose truth do I speak?
Whose justice do I seck
in the space between my right-ness
and that of the ‘other'?
If I say *ves to justice,
does that make it all mine?
What of the grev between
the emphatics?

‘Let me declare boldly,
surc-footedly

that my ves 1s
a“ves-ves', and my

no 1s “no”.’ Says Jesus.

‘Let me draw v:la.flt}'
m the sand that
defines and refines

knowledge, truth and tales

of faith and stand up for the truth.

Crur ves must mean ‘ves and our no

must mean ‘ne’ — with no :quimq:al
lnnguag: or dishonest behaviour.

Dishonesty disrupts the unitv of the
Church for which we are called to

prayv and work.

in such a way
that all are sure.

‘Let me dwell deep
in the place within
where, regardless of the
outward form
vou know bevond doubt’s shadow,
that truth and justice,
peace and righteousness lie.

‘And let me,
in my boldness
turn widdershins
the hypoerisy of
those who confuse integrity
with fake-ness,
who obscure truth with falschood
and call it news.

‘Let me boldly be good news.”






