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The most nerve racking yet enjoyable moments of 
my ministry as a priest is presiding at Mass or other 
liturgies where there is interaction with children.  
Inviting children to offer prayers for someone or 
something is akin to opening a sluice gate on a dam 
as the prayers gush forth with such intensity,          
seeking prayers for everyone from sick                 
grandparents to a sick dog.  It is the spontaneity 
and heartfelt petition that makes the prayers of     
children so refreshing and honest.   
This collection of prayers submitted by children and 
parishioners of the Combined Catholic Parishes of 
Clondalkin follows on from the very successful    
prayer book launched last year. Many of the prayers 
are familiar and indeed parents and grandparents 
themselves may have learned the said prayers as 
children.  Others were submitted by children and 
teenagers.  The book includes prayers for everyday 
and special occasions.         
 

I hope children and those praying with them enjoy 
giving praise and glory to God.   

 

Thank you to all who contributed prayers and to 
Frank Brown, Frank Mc Feely, Georgina Jameson  & 

Anne Brett who edited the large number of                  
submissions and helped with proofing & layout.   

 
 

 
Fr. Damian Farnon 

Moderator Clondalkin Group of Parishes. 
April 2017 
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N ext time you a re ta l king to G od ,   
and you a re s tuck for words o r                                      

things to pray for ,  practice b y using . . .  
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O Angel of God, my guardian dear, 
To whom God’s love commits me here. 
Ever this day, be at my side, 
To light, to guard, to rule and guide. Amen 

For  t h i s  n ew mo r n i n g  w i t h  i t s  l i g h t ,  

For  r e s t  a nd  s h e l t e r  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,  

For  h e a l t h  a nd  f o o d ,  f o r  l ov e  a nd  f r i e n d s .  

Fo r  e v e r y t h i ng  y o u r  g o o d n e s s  s en d s ,  

I t h a nk  yo u ,  d e a r e s t  Lo r d .  Amen  

Morning Prayers  
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Each thought , each word,  each act of mine ,  
Wil l  be an act of  love d ivine ,  

And everyt hing that I  sha l l  do ,  
W i l l  be ,  my Jesus ,  a l l  for  you . Amen  
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Night Prayers  
Father in heaven, I have come to say, 
Thank you for your love today, 
Thank you for my family and all the friends you give to me, 
Guard me in the dark of night,                                                                    
and in the morning send your light.  Amen 

Good night God, it’s time for bed, 
Play is over, prayers are said, 

I am not afraid of night, 
Please watch over me till morning light. Amen. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus! 
I ask You to stay 

Close by me forever 
And love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 

And guide us to heaven 
To live with you there. 

Amen. 

There are four       
corners on  my bed ,  

There are four     
angels round it  

spread ,  
Matthew ,  Mark,  

Luke &  John ,  
God bless th is bed 
that I  lay on .  Amen  
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Now the light has 
gone away; 

Saviour,                             
listen while I pray. 

Asking you to watch 
and keep, 

and to send me   
quiet sleep. Amen 

Dear Father in     
heaven, Look 

down from above; 
Bless Mum & Dad, 
And those whom    

I love. 
May angels guard 
over my slumbers, 

and when the     
morning is  
breaking, 

awake me, gently.  
Amen 
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Thank you Prayers  

Dear God, 
I’m thankful 

For al l You give: 
For food, For love, 
A place to live. 
I thank you for  
my family too 

And I want you 
 to know 

that I love you.  
Amen 
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Round this table, here to pray. First we thank you for the day. 
For our family and our friends, gifts of grace that heaven lends, 

Living water, daily bread. Countless blessings our God sends. 
Thank you, Jesus, for them all. For the great ones and the small 

When we're happy, when we're sad. On the good days and the bad 
We are grateful, we are glad. Amen 

Thank you for my Mummy, 
Thank you for my Daddy 
Thank you for my friends 

and their love that          
never ends. 

 

Thank you, God,  
for eyes that see 

and for a life that  
I can be free. 

Thank you, Lord,  
for ears to hear 

and for your word  
that I hold dear. 

 

Thank you for  
my feet to walk, 

thank you for  
my mouth to talk. 

Thank you for  
the warm sunshine, 

thank you, Lord,  
for being mine. 

 

Before I end this prayer  
with 'amen', 

I would like to ask you again. 
To watch over all  

of those I love 
and send down your  

blessings from up above. 
Amen 
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Meal  t ime Prayers  

Dear God, 

Thank you for 

this day, 

For fun, friendship  

and family. 

We give thanks  

for this meal  

and share our lives  

always with you. 

Amen 
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Prayers  we learnt   
in  

Come Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of your 

faithful and enkindle in 
them the fire of your 
love. Send forth your 
Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you shall renew the face of 

the earth. Let us pray. 
O God, who has taught the hearts 
of the faithful by the light of the 

Holy Spirit, grant that by the same 
Spirit we may be truly wise and 
ever rejoice in his consolation, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen 

       Sign of the Cross 
Bring right hand to forehead, chest, left then right shoulder.                    

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
     Amen 
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Prayers  for  School  

Lord Jesus, You understand the difficulties we 
face, and the pressure I am under right now. 

I ask that you guide me as I take this test, 
So that I may do my best. 

Open my mind, clear my thoughts, relax my 
mind and body and grant me perfect              

concentration, so I may use the knowledge I 
have gained to build up your kingdom, 

for the good of all. Amen 
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Lord, as I prepare to sit my 
exams send your Holy Spirit 
to guide me & be with me. 
Thank you for the many   
talents & gifts you have   

given me & for the           
opportunity of education. 

Keep me calm.  
Help me do the best I can 
on the day of my exam. 

Help me to remember all                       
that I have studied,                                                                    

to express it clearly & to  
answer the questions                     

as best that I can. 
Give me peace,                

understanding & wisdom. 
Be with me today& always, 

Amen  

God of Light and Truth, thank you for giving me 
A mind that can know and a heart that can love. 

Help me to keep learning every day of my life, 
for all knowledge leads to you. 

Let me be aware of your presence In all things and at all 
times. Encourage me when work is difficult and when I 
am tempted to give up; Encourage me when my brain 

seems slow and the way forward is difficult.                             
Grant me the grace to put my mind to use.                                

Exploring the world you have created, 
Confident that in you there is a wisdom 

that is real. Amen 

Holy Spirit, be 
with me today 

in school. 
May I listen 

well and learn 
much. May I 

work hard and 
do my best. 

May I grow in 
understanding 

of myself,     
others, and the 
world you have 

created. 
A m e n  
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Prayers  for . . .  

Lo v i n g  Go d ,  
Thank you for my Daddy, and everything he does for me. 
Help him to have; patience when I am difficult, wisdom 
when I can't see the way,  a smile when I am feeling 
down,  energy when I want to play, strength when I 
need comforting, and love at all times let him always 

know how much I love him, even when I forget to tell 
him. And Lord, please take care of all dads. Though they 
are brave and protective, they must also be frightened     

sometimes.. When money runs low and when we need 
things, Lord, when their hearts break because they 

can't do it all; Please help us to let them know how much 
we love them, how much we need them to be an       

example to us and how much You love them. Amen 

Father, Thank you for my 
family. I ask that you bless 

them with Your favour.      
Provide for all of their 

needs. I ask You to protect 
them from harm and evil. 

Surround them in the 
shadow of Your wings.   

Go before them and       
prepare the way for them. 

If any path is crooked, I 
ask you to make it straight. 

Bring Your perfect peace 
to their hearts. Amen 
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Dear God I pray for my family members who have died 
I hope they have the best beds in heaven because              

I love them so much. 
I pray for all my family who miss them. 

I pray for the poor. I pray for me. 
I pray for my family. I pray for everyone in need. Amen 

God for all                                     
my family and friends. 

Thank you God for                                          
all the people around me. 

Please God help my family                     
get better and become closer. 

And make my family happy. 
I love you God,                                                   

I really do. 
My family is better because                              

we believe in you. Amen 

Dear Jesus, thank you for giving me friends. I’ll try to be a good 
example to my friends so that we can all love you and Your Blessed 

Mother better. Help me, dear Jesus, to be kind to my friends. Help me 
to share. Help me not to be mean but to be kind. I want to help       

others to be happy by being happy myself. O guardian angel of mine, 
guide me so that I may always be fair with my friends.                                

Speak to the guardian angels of my friends for me so that we all may 
be good and full of joy. Amen 
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I say a prayer for my friend … 
You have blessed us, O God, with the gift of friendship, 

the bonding of persons in a circle of love. 
I thank you for such a blessing: 

for friends who love me, 
who share my sorrows, who laugh with me in celebration, 

who bear my pains, who need me as I need them, 
who weep with me when I weep, who hug me when words 

fail, and who give me the freedom to be myself. 
Bless all my friends with health, 
wholeness, life, and love. Amen 

Our friendship is like a long 

steady soft rain.  

It's not so harsh that it will destroy.  

Yet it is not so soft that it goes unnoticed.  

Our friendship is growing in your grace.  

Please bless our friendship, and keep it holy 

at all times. friendship is a gift from you,  

O Lord, and we thank you.  

May our friendship always produce the fruits 

of the spirit.                           

And may the soft rain of    

our friendship  

nourish the heart forever. 

Amen 
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Prayers  for  Myse lf  
God wants  me to  be  myse l f  

For He cre ated  me th i s  way ,  

And s i n ce  God made me who I  am,  

Myse l f  I 'm qu ite  content  to  st ay .  
 

I n H i s  eye s  I 'm good enough - 

I t  matter s  not  what other s say ;  

I  need not  a ct  as  i f  I 'm tough  

Or  copy  other  ch i l d r e n ' s  ways .  
 

God doesn ' t c are i f  I 'm not coo l o r  

I f  I 'm not  stronger ;  fo r  God’ s no  foo l ;  

W ith h im bes ide  me e very d ay ,  

I  can make  a d i f f e r en ce  in  what I  do  and s ay .  
 

Though I  am st i l l  young and sma l l  

I n Jesus  Chr i st  I 'm s trong and t a l l ;  

So  when peop le loo k at  me  

May it  be  God ' s  own Son they see .  Amen  

Before each day I’ll remember to pray, 
that we be safe at school & play.  

I’ll pray at night, for it is right, 
Then I’ll fall asleep in God's light.  

All through the day, I’ll remember to 
pray, and I know that Jesus  

will guide my footsteps each day. 
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LORD 
Help me 

love,        
help me 

care, 
help me 

smile, 
help me 
share. 

Help me 

give,  
help me 

grow, 
help me 

laugh, 
help me 

know. 
Amen 
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Prayers  for  

God our Father, You have created us to 
strive to be the best that we can be in 

all that we do. Grant to all athletes, 
trainers, and fans, strength to do their 
best during this event. We pray for the 
safety of these athletes; protect them 
from injury and harm. And finally, we 

pray for your grace, that you will give us the             
endurance and courage to run our race                          

with you at our side. Amen 

Lord, It’s my birthday.        
Let it be a reminder 
to me of all the gifts 
and blessings I have 
received from You 
this day and all the 

days of my life.         
Today I thank you for         

my life and all of my  blessings 
and ask for another year filled 

with Your presence in my life 
that I may continue to grow in 

your love. Amen  
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Dear God, …… is very sick. 

If I wanted one thing in the world I would 
pick healing for …… I love him/her so much. 
It’s all I want in the world. Please be with them.  
           Amen 

God, I am sad because my friend is 
moving away. I'm afraid I won't    
ever be happy again. I need        
comfort on that day. So could you 
be at my side on the very last day? Amen 

God, please help me with the move,                         

so far away from here. Help me                                 
make some new friends that                                    

are just like the one’s I have now. Help me to get 
adjusted and to have fun again.                       

Please, be with me and                                            
keep my family safe as we move. Amen 

No more homework, no more tests.  
No more getting up for school. 
No more book reports or studying. 
My summer holidays begin today! 
I'm so happy and I'm so free. 
I want to read and get up late.  
I want to ride my bike and swim. 
I want to play more with my friends. 
Please bless my holidays, dear God. 
Keep me safe and happy. Amen 
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Gentle St. Francis, 
I love my pet, __________ . I know you love animals, 
too. Thank you for all the joy and friendship 
it gives me. May God bless and take care of 
all animals. Amen. 

“Tony, Tony, turn around.  
  Something's lost and must be found.” 

St. Anthony, I know that you are the saint people pray 

to when they've lost something. What a job you've got!      

I lose things all the time! 

I’m told that I'm “gifted” at losing socks, homework, library 

books, my glasses, and other stuff. But this time, the thing I 

lost is really important.  

Help  to  f ind …  …   
I'm pretty upset and nervous. I've been praying that my search will 

have a happy ending. Please help me to be patient, to trust in God's 

goodness and your help. Amen 
As I go to back to school 

Be with me Lord.  

Be patience when                              

I'm  frustrated. 

Be endurance when                          
I’m tired. 

Be wisdom when                          
I’m not sure. 

Be inspiration when                            
I'm out of ideas. 

Be the peacemaker when             
I feel hurt. 

Be the comforter when                 

I feel under pressure. 

Be the energy when                     
I’m tired. 

Be the guide when                         
I am confused. 

Be the forgiver when                      
I get it wrong. 

Be with me Lord, Amen 



 

 

O my God, I thank you for loving me. 
I am sorry for all my sins,  

for not loving others and not loving you. 
Help me to live like Jesus and not sin again. 

 Amen 
O my God, help me to remember the times when  
I didn't live as Jesus asked me to. Help me to be  
sorry and to try again. Amen 
 

O my God, thank you for forgiving me.   
Help me to love others.   

Help to live as Jesus asked me to.  Amen 
20 

Prayers  in  Church  

F a t h e r  i n  h e a v e n ,  
We thank you for the amazing, beautiful world you          
created. Help us to care for it. We thank you for the       

wonderful, unique people you have made us to be. Help 
us to care for one another. We thank you for the                      

incredible, tasty foods you have invented. Help us          
remember and care for those who are hungry.  We thank 

you for the inspiring stories and teaching in the bible. 
Help us to share this good news with people everywhere. 

A m e n  

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle; be 
our defense against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
and do you, O prince of the heavenly host, by the 
power of God, thrust into hell Satan and the other 
evil spirits who prowl about the world for the    
ruin of souls. Amen 



 

  
  

21 

Lord Jesus, come to me. Lord Jesus, give me your 
love. Lord Jesus, come to me and give me yourself. 
 

Lord Jesus, friend of children, come to me.                  
Lord Jesus, you are my Lord and my God.                        
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

Lord Jesus, I love and adore you. 
You're a special friend to me. 

Welcome, Lord Jesus, O welcome. 
Thank you for coming to me. 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, O thank you 
For giving yourself to me. 

Make me strong to show your love  
Wherever I may be. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all of us children in your loving care 
And bring us to heaven to live with you there. 

 

I'm ready now, Lord Jesus. 
To show how much I care. 

I'm ready now to give your love 
At home and everywhere.  Amen   

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,      
I adore you, I love you,                         

I thank you, for the wonder of 
my being and the miracle of 

your presence in me. Amen 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,        
have mercy on me, a sinner. Amen 



 

Please God I Pray for my family. 
Please God help poor people. 
Please God help the sick. 
Please God help homeless people. 
Please God help anyone in need. Amen 

22 

For my family and my friends,  
gifts of grace that heaven lends 
Living water, daily bread.  
Countless blessings that you send. 
Thank you, Jesus, for them all.  
For the great ones and the small.  
When I’m happy, when I’m sad.  
On the good days and the bad.  
I am grateful, I am glad. Amen 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His     

only begotten Son, our Lord; who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered     

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended 

into hell. On the third day he rose 

from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from there he shall come 

again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. AMEN 
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God Hears  a l l  
Our  Prayers  

"Dear God, thank You for my baby brother but 
what I prayed for was a puppy." 
 

"Dear God, it must be super hard to love all the 
people in the world, especially my brother.        

I don't know how You do it." 
 

"Dear God, I love Christmas and Easter.     
Could you please put another holiday in the 
middle, there's nothing good in there now." 
 

"Dear God, I didn't think orange went with      
purple until I saw the sunset you made on    

Tuesday night. It was really cool." 
 

"Dear God, please take care of 
my daddy, mummy, sister, 
brother, my dog, my fish and 
me. Oh and please take care of    
yourself, God. If anything       
happens to you, we’ll be in a big 
mess." 



 

"Dear God, did you mean for giraffes to look 
like that or was it an accident?" 
 

"Dear God, maybe Cain and Abel would not 
kill each other so much if they each had their 

own rooms. It worked out OK                              
for me and my brother." 

 

"Dear God, is Fr Damian a friend of yours, or 
do you just know him through your work?" 
 

"Dear God, in Bible times, did                         
they really talk that fancy?" 

 

"Dear God, I say your prayer every night, 
'lead us not into temptation and deliver us 
some e-mail' but I never get an e-mail from 
you. Do you have my right address?" 
 

"Dear God, when do you take your holidays? 
And who do I pray to when you go on away?" 

 

"Dear God, when my mom makes leftovers, 
do I have to pray 
for the food 
again?" 
 

"Dear God, if you 
watch closely in 

Church on Sunday 
I will show you my 

new shoes." 

24 



God in heaven 
hear my    
prayer, 

keep me in your 
loving care. 

Be my guide in 
all I do. 
Bless all              

those who love 
me too. 
Amen 



Some of My Own 

Prayers... 



Contact us -  CCPC.Clondalkin@gmail.com or      @TheCCPCDublin 

Acknowledgements  
 





Clondalkin Village, Deansrath, Sruleen,              

Knockmitten, Clonburris, Bawnogue,           

Neilstown, Rowlagh-Quarryvale,                                         

Parish of the Travelling People  


